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Zurich, 7 April 2020
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COVID-19: Football Regulatory Issues

Dear Sir or Madam,

The COVID-19 outbreak has disrupted everyday activities around the world and been declared a
pandemic by the World Health Organization (WHO). Football too has been affected, with football
activity suspended in almost every country or territory in the world. This is an unprecedented situation
for football. There has not been a similar shutdown of organised football since World War |1.

On 13 March 2020, we issued FIFA circular no. 1712 and referred to WHO statistics that reported
approximately 130,000 cases affecting 123 countries or territories. A mere three weeks later, those
statistics now report more than one million cases affecting over 206 countries or territories.

In this particular context, FIFA has received numerous enquiries and requests, the majority related to
the FIFA Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players (RSTP), from FIFA member associations
(MAs) and their stakeholders.

As world football's governing body, FIFA has a responsibility and mandate to provide appropriate
guidance and recommendations to MAs and their stakeholders to both mitigate the consequences
of disruptions caused by COVID-19 and ensure that any response is harmonised in the common
interest.

As a threshold issue, FIFA is not in a position to instruct MAs or make a determination on when
football should recommence in each country or territory. That decision must be made by each MA
on the advice of its relevant national public health authorities. Health should always be the guiding
principle for FIFA, its MAs, and stakeholders when rendering decisions in this particular situation.

On 18 March 2020, the Bureau of the FIFA Council (the Bureau) established a working group in
response to COVID-19 to examine, inter alia, the need for amendments to or temporary dispensations
from the RSTP to protect contracts for both players and clubs and for adjustments to player
registration periods.
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Following the mandate of the Bureau, the working group, chaired by Vittorio Montagliani, the
chairman of the FIFA Football Stakeholders Committee, and composed of representatives from the
FIFA administration, confederations, MAs, the European Club Association (ECA), FIFPRO and the
World Leagues Forum, held meetings via videoconference on 26 March and 2 April 2020.

The attached document represents the outcome of various discussions among the members of the
working group, was approved by the Bureau on 6 April 2020 and enters into force immediately.

Should MAs or stakeholders have any questions related to this document, they are invited to contact
FIFA at legal@fifa.org or visit our dedicated webpage regarding COVID-19 at
https://www.fifa.com/what-we-do/covid-19/.

In the meantime, FIFA is continuing to gather and analyse information related to the financial and
non-financial impact of the COVID-19 crisis around the world. To this end, the Member Associations
Division will be engaging with you regularly to identify how we can best support you with your
individual needs. Further details will be announced in due course.

Yours faithfully,

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE
DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

Fatma Samoura
Secretary General

Encl.:  COVID-19: Football Regulatory Issues — Version 1.0, April 2020

CC:  FIFA Council
Confederations
FIFPRO
European Club Association
World Leagues Forum
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Introduction

The COVID- 19
outbreak

The COVID-19 outbreak has disrupted
everyday activities around the world
and been declared a pandemic by the
World Health Organization. Football
too has been affected, with football
activity suspended in almost every
country or territory in the world.

This is an unprecedented situation for
football. There has not been a similar
shutdown of organised football since
World War .

This has naturally led to several regulatory and legal issues for FIFA member
associations (MAs) and their stakeholders. In this context, FIFA has received nhumerous
enquiries and requests, the majority related to the FIFA Regulations on the Status and
Transfer of Players (RSTP).

As world footballOs governing body, FIFA has a responsibility and mandate to provide
appropriate guidance and recommendations to MAs and their stakeholders to both
mitigate the consequences of disruptions caused by COVID-19 and ensure that any
response is harmonised in the common interest.

As a threshold issue, FIFA is not in a position to instruct MAs or make a determination
on when football should recommence in each country or territory. That decision must
be made by each MA on the advice of its relevant national public health authorities.
Health should always be the guiding principle for FIFA, its MAs, and stakeholders
when rendering decisions in this particular context.
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