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Introduction

The COVID-19 outbreak has disrupted 

everyday activities around the world 

and been declared a pandemic by the 

World Health Organization. Football 

too has been affected, with football 

activity suspended in almost every 

country or territory in the world. 

This is an unprecedented situation for 

football. There has not been a similar 

shutdown of organised football since 

World War II. 

This has naturally led to several regulatory and legal issues for FIFA member 

associations (MAs) and their stakeholders. In this context, FIFA has received numerous 

enquiries and requests, the majority related to the FIFA Regulations on the Status and 

Transfer of Players (RSTP). 

As world footballÕs governing body, FIFA has a responsibility and mandate to provide 

appropriate guidance and recommendations to MAs and their stakeholders to both 

mitigate the consequences of disruptions caused by COVID-19 and ensure that any 

response is harmonised in the common interest.

As a threshold issue, FIFA is not in a position to instruct MAs or make a determination 

on when football should recommence in each country or territory. That decision must 

be made by each MA on the advice of its relevant national public health authorities. 

Health should always be the guiding principle for FIFA, its MAs, and stakeholders 

when rendering decisions in this particular context. 
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